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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

After having served as Member-at-Large and as Contributing Editor for the Deckled
Edge during the past two ysare I am very pleased and sxcited to take on my new
role as Prasident of tha BACG, With your support, and with the help of othar
memberg of tha Executive Committes, my plans for this year are to define a naw
set of goals for tha group. Our main focus will ba to increase the mambership of
the BACG by publicizing more visibly the activities of the group, thus drawing in
new mambarm from the Baltimore/Washington area and from other parts of the
country. We would also like to institute a slight increase in membership dues in
order to meet increasing production comts for the Deckled Edge and other
Publications, and to fund more ambitioum programs for the group. Wa have already
scheduled an exciting and varied group of programs for the rest of the year. 1In
late March/early April we have organizad an evening f£ilm festival which faatures
such clasaics as "Tha Restoration of Booka: Florenca 1968" and tha 1987 film

—"g16W Firés." On Nay 5th Roger Wieck, Associate Curator of Manuscripts and Rare
Books at tha Walters Art Gallery, will host a special slide presentation and tour
of a nev major exhibition, "Time Sanctified: The Book of Hours." I hops that you
will all participate in the various activities that we have planned and
contribute your time and effort to work on the various projects initiated by the
Exgcutive Committees during the coming year, I look forward to sesing you at our
naxt meeting.

Abigail B. Quandt
The "Professional School for Book Restoration® in Ascona

Following my apprenticeship, I spent three and a half months at the "Professional
School for Book Restorers® of the Cantro del bal Libro in Ascona, SwiteEerland,
which almo has a school for artistic binding, It is the lattar for which the
Centre originally became known., The school is ssat in the old centar of Ascona, a
small town on thas shores of the Lage Maggiore, in the Italian part of
Switgerland. The building which it occupies also houses a cultural center. The
school for fine binding is located in the attic of this building whilas the achool
for restoration is in an aonex off the court yard and garden.

Entrance ragquirements for the echool are that ona must have completad an
apprenticeship in hand bookbinding or an aguivalent type of training. While tha
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language of instruction is German, axplanations will also be given in Franch and
English, The participant will raceive a detailed syllabus, which outlines the
thaoretical and hands~on topics of each course. Each course has at least three
hours theoratical instruction daily, which weathar paermitting is held out doors.
The remaining timea is usad for actual hands on work, Although the school has
aome objects availabla to work on, the participants are asked to bring their own
materials and tools with thenm.

The theoretical instruction is comprised of chemimtry, matsrial science, damaga
analysis, as wall as tha history of paper, binding atyles, and various dscoration
techniques. During the tima spent hands on, one is introduced to the proper
forme of documantation, papar consarvation, and the restoration of bindings, in
papar, lsather, vellum as wall as those with wooden bpards. Before one can taka
any of the courses, onea has first to complets a three day introductory course as
wall as completing the Paper I courgs, Tha othexr coursas go under the headings
of Leather I, Vellum I, Woodan Boards I, with a II coursme baing offered only for
paper, For other topice spacialization courses are at variocus timas during the
yaar,

In Paper I, the bulk of the tima was spant with introductory chemistry requiring
no prior knowledge, and going into the problems of acidity and deacidification.
We alsc learned tha proper way to repair tears in paper going as far as pulp f£fill
with a suction box and wvacuum prees to couch the new paper. Other topics were
disinfaction, and the resmoval of various stains and adhesives with solvents,
Bleaching and leaf casting wera not dealt with as they ara topics of the
continuation course.

In the leather course ws again went into the chemiatry and processas involved in
producing lsather, as well as tha different kinds of leather. Various methods of
rafurbiashing and cleaning bindings were also dealt with. Hands on we coverad
the diffsreant sndsheat styles, saewing structures, headbands and corners, making
models of all as we went. Rabackings and racovarings wers daalt -with-in detail,
‘Por this and all other courses a great deal of emphasis was placed on the rause
of all parts of the binding. Boards which were worn or had places missing were
rapairsd and all the original covering materials were put back on. The new
leathar was dyed to match the shade of the old,.

Many of these topics also appliad in the course dealing with wooden boards which
gava us more time to go into the carving of tha boards, weaaving leather
headbands, and making of oclaspa. Becauss this typa of binding is not that
commonplace, we made a model where we applied all the various maethods of
sawing.,.. In covering we also laft portions of the spine wvisibla so as to show
the structurs. Befors we wara allowed to make the actual boards ana clasps we
spant a day practiciag with acraps. We also learned to raplace missing parts,
consolidata, and repair cracka in the boards, 5 2o

In the vellum course we again want through the appropriate chemiitry and
pPropertias of the matarials. The flattening and raspair of tears and other
damages ware also dsalt with, PFor these wa made cur own gelatine by cooking up
scraps of vellum. I had a 2 volume sat to reback as wall as recreating a aemi-
limp vellum binding, following the norms set by the historic pracedant of 15359,



Tuition for the school is expensive with the average 2 week course costing 1000
Swisa francs. Additional costs are leathar, vellum, and wood, as wall as room
and board which the school does not provide. They will, howaver, assist in
making arrangementg. I spent 4480.- franoam for ten waeaks of actual coursa time,
with about another 20 francs/night + food. Daspite the expsnse, I felt that it
was well spent. Course size is limited to €& which allowed for a great deal of
individual attentien, although at times I felt that aven that was to largs.

Tha echool for fine bookbinding offere courses in many different styles of
contemporary binding, tooling and design., While sntrance raquirsments are the
same, the tuition is about half that of the other school. Again leather and geld
are added separately.

If anyone is interested tha can gat complete information by writing to the Cantzo
dal bel Libro, Camella Postale, 6612 Ascona, Switzerland. It ia a good idea to
aenroll a good deal in advance. I also have complete schedulas.

Patar Verhayen

Don Etherington at ICI, Imc

In Novamber the library binder Information Conservation, Inc. hired Don
Etherington to eatablish a new Conservation Division. Don is well known to thes
library praeservation and conssrvation community through his former positions in
the Conservation 0ffice at the Library of Congress, and as Chisf Conservation
Officer of the Humanities Resaarch Centar of the University of Texas.

In his new responsibilities with ICI Don envisions the Consmervation Divieiona
filling tha gap betwean the single item rare book, or fins art conservation and
the production orisntsd commercial library binder. Don hopes to answar the naeaed
for a cost affective treatment for large pumbears of spacial colleation items. An
axample iz the encapsulation and binding of "County Atlases™ now baing undertaken
by ICI for New York State. Thasa Atlasas from the later half of the 19th century
are brittls, and accurately daescribad as (despite the odd locution) semi-rare.
Other examples would be boxing projacts whera ICI would make multipla drop spine
(rara book) boxes, or ICI'm "Archival-Pak" (a phase box in a buckram ocasa), or
tha raestoration into original covers of a series of victorian case bindings,
Thase projacts 1f undaertaken on a sgingle item basis would be prohibitively
axpengive, but commercial binders were previocusly not aquippqd to handla ths
spacial needs of thess artifacts.

In adgition to Don the Conpervation Divieion of ICI is baqinninq with a staff of
throl uith!gg}o: commercial binding experience. Domn will be trainﬁpg the staff
in tha techniques of hand bookbinding. Anothsr aresa Don would Iike to anter is
tha binding of limited editions. Don views this type of exparienca as banaficial
to gﬂﬁhpggining of his staff,

In the sarly stages of development the real challenge for the Conservation
Division of ICI is to discover if there is truly a market for its servicas.
Clearly collactions are in need of treatment, but is this need recognized by the
institutions, and more importantly are they prepared to fund this type of work.



